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Worthy SIR, 


i =? [am a Friend'to the Church of 
| Enyland, and Conformable to her Eſta. 
bliſbhments, as the Law obligeth me, 
yet I have a greater Frier:dſhip for true Religion 
in the general in what Habic or Drels ſoever [ 
find ic, and amongſt whatſoever different Opini- 
ons and Per{waſions,. 1 do not think any one lor: 
of Men do ingrols all true Religion to themſelves. 


Apolles and Cephas had I doubt not as good Chriſti- 


ans amongſt their Followers as Paul himſelf had. 


> Their fault was wantof Goed-will one towards 


another, though of different Seas. The Sincere 
Conſciencious Man, that is Pious to his God, and 
Honeſt and Juſtto his Neighbour ; the Ifraclite 
indeed, in whom there is no Guile, where-ever I 
find him,whether at the Altar with his Beads,or in 
the Publick Church, or in the Private Conventicle, 
this is the Man lake to be a good Chriſtian, and a 


| Member of that Catholick Church in which I believe. 


And _— thus perſwaded, I have often with a 
melancholy Heart obſerved and reflected upon 


the troubled Rate of Religion ia this Nation for 
© Jn Ps 2 | ſeveral 


(4) 
ſeveral Years paſt, and the dire Confequences that 
have been amongſt us of our ſevere Penal Laws, in 
matters of Religion, made to Gratihe one party 

| 


of Men only, and to Supprels and Ruin all the 
re{t. I could not without Compalionate and Bleed- 
ing Thoughts ice and hear of fo many Perions of 
Sober and Vertuous Lives, and ( as 1 cannot but 
believe ) very good Chriſtians, :0 He ſtript of 
their Goods and Eitates, their Perio.is Impriſoued, 
or at leaſt forc'd ro Quit and Fly trom their Habi- 


t.tioas,a1d their Wives 1:1) Chiidren Undone and 
brou:he to Want, 2... 5 «ic they could not 
Conf,rm to the * *.4>0. NS Une Party of 
Men. And th... Uiiyas have Jometmes led 
me furch-r IT , SLVAHLS CO'1:1 Cit Laws of 
this Nature 7 vic Qarithainity and Policy, If 


the thing 1;.oe.) be 'n heir own 1.ture indifes 
reat to be 43zac or not Jone, then ;-1ec ..nks it can 
hardly be good Chril.:anity co I pole them, and 
feemsto be 4Gui:e contrary Uo tie lenceof St Pagl 
ia his F piſtle to che T mans, c:þ.14. It neceila- 
1y that Legiil,tiom ought ro be infallible chat will 
impolz any thiay as fuch. N.y even then they 
ought not to be Impoſed, fuurto force me to change 
my Opinion is out of the Power of a Law, and 
even ou: of my own Power todo; and to act 
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contrary tomy Cpmion and Conſcience is not fit 
ſure for a Chriſtian Legi'.atioa ro {mpol: Ani for 
the Policy of it, molt certainly it can't be 0d, 
All Laws ought to be lev.Jll'd at the common good 
ofthe People, and as compretenlive as may be for 
all Intereits, & this renders a Governm: ne Safe and 
Steddy : Bur when Laws are made with regard 
only to a parcicular party of Men, and againſt the 
Intereſt and Inclinacion of as great or a greater 
Number, this ia probability mult render a Go! ern- 
meat Hazardo us and Unſtable. And this we find 
by wotul Exp-rience does continue and highten 
our Diviſions, and makes our Brcaches wider. It 
puts a 121 Hculty upon the Prince too, that he mult 
necellarily Govern with the Diſguſt and Dilcon- 
rear of a great part of his People. Nay, and 
perhaps to is own Diſcontent and Ditilatifaction 
allo. Fora Mild and Merciful Prince cannotde- 
light in Execuring Severity, anda Prince of tender 
Conlcience may perhaps doubt whether Laws of 
this Nature be not void in foro Confrencie, an] there- 
fore not tobe pur in Execution. But before ] 
can think theſe thoughts, though I fancy my ſelf 
interrupted by a Zealous Churchof Englaud-Man, 
who comes full Mouth to tell the necellity of theſe 
Penal Laws, for that ſome of the Diſſenters from 


the 


we. 

the eftabliſh'd Religion own a Forraign Power, 
and the reſt are Fatious, and Seditious, and of 
Rebellious Principles ; but the Church of England 
1s Loyal, and always was. AI this to 
be ſaid for the Church of England, that when they 
have had the Prince and theLaws on their {ide they 
have always been extraordinary Loyal.. But turn. 
the Tables and ſee what they are then. The late 
King did but ſet out a Declaration for Indulgin 
tender Conſciences, and how did they Rant and 
Rave againſt it both in their Pulpit & Private Diſ- 
courſes ?* How did they animate the. Parliament 
to oppole the King in it, and were not quiet till 
that good King did recal his Declaration ® And 
how do they now, upon occaſion of the preſenc 
Liberty of Conſcience, queſtion even thoſe Powers 
and Prerogatives in the Prince, that they them- 
ſelves ( when it ſery'd for their purpoſe ; did fo 
vigorouſly Preach up ? And all chis Buſsle and 
Stir when their Livings and Perferments are in no 
danger, but only their Power of Afllicting their 
Brethren reſtrained. What would theſe Men 
do if their Lives, Eſtates and Liberties were in 
danger by Laws made againſt them, asare now 
againſt others? Then they would without doubt 
be as great Male contents to the Geyernment, and 

— 
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endeavour as much to evade ſuch Laws, and avoid 
their Paſſive Obedience to them, and conſequent- 
ly deſerve as much the Epithets of Fa&tious and 
Seditious, and Di{-afte&ted to the Government as 
ever their Diſſenting Brethren did. *Tis againſt 
Humane Nature willingly to be Miſerable. And 
no Man can be eafie under thoſe Laws that would 
undo him. And is it my fault that | am thus Un- 
ealie? Oris it not racher the miſtake of the Le- 
gillators to impoſe Laws that I cannot obey, and 
therefore muſt unwillingly ſuffer under? Upsn the 
whole matter, I could not but conclude theſe Im- 
poſitions in matters of Religion to be Unchriſtian, 
the Penal Lawsthat enforce them to be Impoli- 
tick, and the.extraordinary Loyalty of the Charch 
of England (by colour whereof ſhe procur'd them) 
to be a meer Sham and Pretence, I proceed then 
to conſider and refleupon ſome of the Do&rines 
and Practices of this Loyal Church of England, with 
relation to thoſe that difler from her , wherein ] 
found her, as Ithought, liable to many Objeti- 
ons, which occafioned this Letter to my Friend. 
And therein Ithought it not Impertinent to take 
notice of our extraordinary Happineſs in a Prince 
of that great and noble Principle of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience the reaſonableneſs of that Principle, and the 

un- 
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unreaſonableneſs and miſtake of our Penal Laws, 
which were deſign'd toUnite,but do 1n truth more 
Divide us, and therefore are very fitly Suſpended 
by the King, till they may be Repealed by Act of 
Parliament. Sir, Having lately read ſome moſt 
Ingenious Papers (ſuppoled to be yours) upon 
this SubjeC&t ot Liberty of Conſcience, and periwa- 
ding my ſelf that in. many. of theſe things my 
thoughts do concur with yours, I. preſent this Paper 
to you deliring you, if you think fit, to caule it 
to be Printed. For my part Idare not think it 
worth Printing, nor, if Idid, do I know how to 
cet. it done, being a private Gentleman in the 
Country, that never was in Print, nor now others 
wiſe ambitious of it, then that I may tell the 
World how much I am, Sir, 


Tour moſt hamble Servant 


Otober ky BN; Q: 


1687. 
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SIR, 


Mongſt all the Polemick Diſcourſes,that are abroad 
betwixt the Church of Exeland and the Church 
of Rowe; IT wonder that ſome rhinzs arc not ob- 

jeCted by the Papiſts againft the Church of England, which 
methinks ſhe is very obnoxious to, and winch I would 
gladly be able to Anſwer if Objetted. And becauſe I know 
you to be a Zealous Son of the Church of Ezz/and, and 
as able as any Body to defend her in her Principles and 
Practices, I apply my ſelf to you for ſatisfaction herein. 
Nor ſhould I have given you this trouble, but that I find 
our Vicar (whois no very mean Man neither, his Parts, 
being better in proportion then his Preferments) is hard 
put to it to give me a ſatisfattory Anſwer. 

We Charge the Papifts with Idol/atry in Worſhipping 
Images and Pictures of our Saviour and his Croſs, &c, 
But in the mean time we do not conſider that we may as 
well be blamed our ſclves for Bowing at the Name of 
Jeſus, Bowing to the Altar, Kneeling at the Lords Prayer 
at the end of other Prayers, and putting off our Hats at 
Church whesa no Divine Service there, &c. The firſt of 
which, viz. Bowing at the Name of Jeſus is eſtabliſhed 
by a Cannoa,and the reſt are ſo much the conſtant Practice 
of the Church of Exglazd, that IT never knew either 
Biſhop or dignifi'd Clergy-Man, or any other thought 
worthy to be ſuch, bus thole that Practis'd them. I ex- 
pe& you'l tell me, that there can be no hurt in thele 
things, for that when we hear the Name of Jeſus it puts 
us in mind of our Bleſſed Saviour, to whom we do the 

B Reverence 
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unreaſonableneſs and miſtake of our Penal Laws, 
which were deſign'd roUnite,but do 1n truth more 
Divide us, and therefore are very fitly Suſpended 
by the King, till chey may be Repealed by Act of 
Parliament. Sir, Having lately read ſome moſR 
Ingenious Papers (ſuppoled to be yours) upon 
this Subje& ot Liberty of Conſcience, and periwa- 
ding my ſelf that in. many. of theſe things my 
thoughts do concur with yours, I. preſent this Paper 
to you de{iring you, if you think fit, to caule it 
to be Printed. For my part Idare not think it 
worth Printing, nor, 1f Idid, do I know how to 
cet. it done, being a private Gentleman in the 
Country, that never was in Print, nor now others 
wiſe ambitious of it, then that I may tell the 

World how much I am, Sir, | 


Tour moſt hamble Servant. 


Ottober wa N; a: 


1687. 


SIR, 


Mongit all the Polemick Diſcourſes, that are abroad 
betwixt the Church of Exeland and the Church 
of Rome” IT wonder that ſome thinss arc not ob= 

jeCted by the-Papiſts againft the Church of England, which 
methinks ſhe is very obnoxious to, and which I would 
gladly be able to Anſwer if ObjeCtted, And becauſe I know 
you to be a Zealous Son of the Church of Ezz2/and, and 
as able as any Body to defend her in her Principles and 
Practices, I apply my ſelf to you for ſatisfaction herein. 
Nor ſhould I have given you this trouble, but that I find 
our Vicar (who 1s no very mean Man neither, his Parts, 
being better in proportion then his Preferments ) 1s hard 
put to it to give me a fſatisfattory Anſwer. 

We Charge the Papifts with Idolatry in Worſhipping 
Images and Pictures of our Saviour and his Croſs, &c, 
But in the mean time we do not conſider that we may as 
well be blamed our ſclves for Bowing at the Name of 
Jeſus, Bowing to the Altar, Kneeling at the Lords Prayer 
at the end of other Prayers, and putting off our Hats at 
Church whes no Divine Service there, &c. The firſt of 
which, viz. Bowing at the Name of Jeſus is eſtabliſhed 
by a Cannog,and the reſt are ſo much the conſtant Practice 
of the Church of Exg/azd, that I never knew either 
Biſhop or dignifi'd Clergy-Man, or any other thought 
worthy to be ſuch, bus thole that Practis'd them. I ex- 
pe& you'l tell me, that there can be no hurt in theſe 
things, for that when we hear the Name of Jeſus it puts 
us in mind of our Bleſſed Saviour, to whom we do the 

B Reverence 


(10) 

Reverence of Bowing. For Bowing to the Altar or 
Communion-Table, that is the place whereon the Bread 
and Wine are Conſecrated,and where the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper is Adminiftred, and thereby our Saviourand 
his Paſſion particularly Commemorated, and therefore 
ſurely to pay a-Reference to that place can have no harm 
init. For Kneeling at the Lords Prayer too in cenchulion 
of other Prayers, it is the form of Prayer that Chriſt him- 
ſelf taught us, and Sanftified with his own Lips,. and to 
do a Reverenee to him when we pronounce theſe Words 
can have no hurt in't one would think.. And for putting 
off our Hats in Churches, when no Divine Service there, 
ſure that can be no harm neither, to pay a Reverence in 
that place that is conſecrated and ſet apart for the Worſhip 
of the Deity. 

Theſe things ſeem paulible, and have along time pas't 
for Currant.. But for my part, when I conſider what dit- 
ference there is betwixt our Bowing at the Name of Je/w«, 
and the Papiſts Bowing to the Image or Pifture of. Feſws, 
I can find none but this, viz. The difference of the out- 
ward ſence by which the thought of our Saviour is con- 
veyed to our Underſtanding, For as upoa ſight of his 
Effigics the Paprifts Worſhip, ſo upon hearing of his Name 
we Worſhip allo. * Tis true this Worſhip of ours cannot 
be call'd Idolatry, the ſigaification of the Word wo'nt 
bear it; but I take the Venom of Idolatry to be a miſ{- 
plac't. Worſhip ;; and if the Papift in Bowing to that 
which repreſents our Saviour to his Sence of Secing be 
guilty of 1t, I doubt,. whea by the ſound of his Name 
Jeſus he is repreſeated to my Sence of Hearing, and I 
Worſhip alſo, 1'm hardly Innocent. . 

Ia Bowing to the Altar too, becauſe the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper is there Adminiſtred, and the Paſſion 


of 


(11) 


of our Saviour is there Commemorated; what do I le then 
the P«pif Bowing to the Crucifix, whereby the Paſſion of 
our Saviour 1s to him more ſenſibly repreſented ? And 
if Bow to the Altar, becaufe that Sacrament is there Ad- 
miniltred, why. not to the Font alſo, where the other $1- 
crament of Baptiſm is alſo Adminiftred ? Some will excuf 
this Bowing to the Altar, by calling ig Bowinz to the 
Eaxft, and pretend to give ſome inigaificant Reaſons why 
we {hould do ſo. Others will tell you of a relative Holt- 
neſs in Places and Things, and excuſe it that wiv, But 
I would ask, If Bowing to the Ex be the reaſon, why 
no ſuch Bowing in Churches where the Communion- 
Table ſtands in the Body of the Church ? If becauſe of 
the relative Holineſs, why has not the Font as gool a title 
to this relative Holineſs, and conſequently to the ſame re- 
ſpeCt the Altar hath? And what 1s this relative Holineſs 
more in any thiag then its being Conſecrated and ſer a 
part for Sacred Uſes? And muſt we Worlhip any thing 
for this? Upon the ſame reaſon the Parſons may by de- 
rees challenge ſome ſort of extraordinary reſpett tothem- 
Elves, being by their Ordination ſet apart for Sacred Ser- 
vices. Methinks 'twere better for the Church of Exg/an# 
to ſpeak plain Engliſh, and confeſs ſhe Bow's to the Altar 
for the ſame reaſon the Papiſts do. They do it beeauſe 
they hold that after Conlecration the Water and Wine are 
become the real Body and Blood of Chrift, {ſo that the real 
Chrift is preſent there. And this without all doubt was 
the beginning of it in the Church of Exzg/and. We had 
it from Rome, and in truth we __P it ſtill upon the ſame 
reaſon they do, though we conceal, and will not own it. 
The real Preſence that we hold in the Sacrament, what 
to make of it I can't imagine but Tranſabſtantiation, or 
ſomewhat yet more ſtrange. For what difference is there 
B 2 betw1xt 
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betwixt the real Chriſt being preſent by the Tranſubſtan- 
tiating Power of the Popiſh-PrieltsConſecration,&Chrifts 
being really preſent by the as unintelligible: Power of our 
Church of Englazd Prieſts Confecration? Is it not as great 
a Miracle, for a Church of England Prieſt, by his Words 
of Conſecration, to fetch down Chrift from Heaven, and 
tocircumſcribe Mis Omni-preſent Deity to the Commumi- 
on-Table, as for the Popiſh-Prieſt, by his Cenſecration, 
to tranſlate the Bread and Wine into Chriſts real Body 
and Blood ? And when we have his real Preſence there, 
how comes it that in the Sacrament we really receive 
his Body and his Blood ? It muſt be by Tranſubſtantia- 
tion ſure, or ſomewhat leſs intelligible even thea that. 
Now that there is a real Preſence inthe Sacrament, and 
that we receive the Body and Blood of Chriſt verily and 
indeed, in the Opinion of the Church of Exgiand, I will 
only cite you the laſt Church of Ezg/azd Author that I 
read, and that is the late Pubhſhed Expoſition of the 
Charch-Catechiſm, Compoſed for the Dioceſs of Bath 
and Wells, Page 75, and 76. He'indced there confeſſerh 
it Unintelligible, and makes ſome Pious Ejaculations there- 
upIt. And what need there 1s to make or think this Sa- 
c:2ment ſo Unintelligible I protelt I know not; Moſt cer- 
t:1nly our Saviqur in his [nititurion of it nere meaat it fo : 


Wliwn he faid, Ext, thy i ny Body, and Drink, this us my 


2/001: He little thought that the Pronoun (»y) ſhould 
occaſion theſe DoQtrines of 'Tranluvd{tantiation and the 
Preſence ; if he had, he lurety would not have gi- 


= | 
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ven thoſe other DireQtions, viz, That xs oft as we ds it ve 
ſ- onld do it tn Remembrance of Him: Rememvrance being 
oily of Perſons and Things abſent and not pretent. He 
furely did intend it a plain and eatic thing boria ro be done 


and underitood. As if he had ſaid, / for jorr. ſakes have 
left 
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left thoſe heavenly Manſon: where ry Father dve!le, and 
where I ſate at his Right” Hani, + joying equally Fiera d 
Bliſs in Unity with him ; and am from thence core iown tg 
put on Human Nature here, and to become Oonoxion 19 al 
the Frailties and Infirmities thereof, events Death it {«if. 
This Body of mine muſt be Bruiſed for your Iniqnities, and 
#:y Blood [pitt for your Sins. Nay I muſt Uye the Death 
Foo, even the accurſed Death of the Croſs, ( a Death more die 
to you ) that I may reſcue you from Death Eternal. Ad 
therefore mhen I am Dead and Gone Imould have you Met, 
and Fat and Drink ſemetimes together, and remember me. 
When you break Bread remember this Pody of mine that was 
Wounded for your ſakes; and when you Drizk,remember a9 
my Blood that was for your ſakes Shed. Remember that bitter 
Cup that I drank of ; thoſe horrin' Agonies that Tendured to 
ſatisfie the Divine Venzgeaxce due to you, And when you do 
the,repent of and forſake your Sins that brong ht me to it, and 
believe in we, and rely upon this Satisfaition and Attonement 
thus mate for you. So ſhall you Fat and Drink Warthily : 
So ſhall you Grow and Excreaſe in Grace  Soſhall your Soals 
be Nouriſh'd and Preſery'd to Everl:ſting Life; and [6 
[ha'l my Fleſh be to you Meat indeed, and my Blood Drink in- 
deed. This ſeems to me to be the ſole and witle intent 
and meaning of our S1viour, when he imttituted this holy 
Feſtival of the Lords Supper, v7z. Thankfu'y to commes 
x:9rate his Death aud Paſſion, and to believe in him. How 
the Immortal God coul4 become Man and Dye for us is the 
great Myltery to be Admired and Bzlteved. Tit God 
was mide Man and did Dye for us is tl from Mercy to bz 
Remembred and Ador'd. Now by tizis Nutions of 
Tranſubſtantiation'and the Real Prejences we riake our 
Commemoration as Myfterious as the thing *.9.y Trmora- 
ted, and conlequeetty ihe practici! part of cur Relic 5n, 
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which ſhould be plain an1 eaſiz, does become difficult and 
unintelligible. * I's go04 Craft in the Prieſthood to make 
it {y, who thereby make themſelves ſo much the more 
Necefſrry, by how much the more Mylterious they make 
our Relizion. And if they would ſet to it, and make 
tie be{t ule of all thoſe Figurative, and Metaphorical, and. 
o:her Rhetorical Expreſſions that are inthe S:riptures, and 
taks thzm Litterally, they may furniſh us with Myſteries 
g9941 ſtore, But enough of this matter. 

Now for the Kneeling at the Lords Prayer at the cad 
of other Prayers which are ſaid Standing. What may this 
mean Ltrow? Do we vary the object of our Devotion 
when we uſe the Lords Prayer? Do we not in our other 
I rayers before it pray to the ſame God *Why not then the 
ſme Reverent Poſture at one Prayer as at another * Nay, 
methinks if any difference ought to be, the moſt Reverent 
Poſture ſhould be uſed when we do our Devotions in our 
own imperfect Words and Forms, and when we uſe that 
ab{clute Form our Saviour taught us, one would think 
we rather might approach the Throne of Grace more 
boldly. 

And when we put of our Hats in the Church, when 
there is no Divine Szrvice there, to what purpoſe is it, and 
to whom do we do that Reſpe&? If to the Deity, why 
do we walk and talk, and tranſatt other matters there at 
the ſame time, as Pariſh Buſineſs, &c. If not tothe Deity, 


to whom or what elſe ? I doubt there can'no good account 


be given of it. Yet Tam told of atantivy Country Parſon 
in Northamtonſhire, who being lately very angry with an 
honeſt Neighbour of his, for keeping on his Hat,at a Pariſh 
Meeting,in the Church, and being reſtrained from his uſual 
and proper courſe of Revenge, by the Kings late graei- 
9us Declaration of Indulgence, he prevailed with a young 

Baronet 
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Baronet ( his Patron and his Neighbours Landlord ) t© 
turn his Neighbour out of his Farm (where he had Live 
long, and paid his Rent well) to his no ſinall Damagz. 
A wiſe Landlord, and a precious Parſon in the mean tiwec, 
P11 warrant You. 

Another ObjeQtion I have againſt our Church of E»e- 
land, Is the Singing their Prazers in their Cathedral Service, 
We blame the Papifts for Praying in an unknown Tongue, 
and what isthis leſs? It is Intelligible to none but thoſe 
whoſe Buſineſs it ſo much is, that I doubt it is but little 
their Devotion. And yet we tell the Papiſts, that all pub- 
lick Devotion ought to be Intefligible to all, and therefore 
not in Latine ; and therefore ſay I too, not in this noiſie 
confuſed manner that can't be underttood. 

Then there's the buſineſs of the Croſs in Baptiſm, very 
lyable to Exception. 1 Sign thee with the Sign of the Crofs 
(lays the Church of Erglazd) iz token that thou ſhalt be- 
come Chriſts Souldier and Servant, and manſully Fight under 
hu Banner, &c. I1 = wy ſelf with the Sign of the Croſs 
( ſays the Papiſts ) when in Dazger, and upon ſuch like Oc- 
caſiens,in token that my Faith and Truſt s in my Bleſſed Savi- 
our that he that hath ſet me free from the Bendaze and Slavery 
of Sin and Satan, can and will preſerve me from all outward 
Dangers. Pray where's the difference ? 

Another thing I obje& againſt the Church of England, 
which I find in the Expoſition of the Church Catechi(re, 
thatT mentioned before, page 28. where hetells us of the 
Saints Praying for us in Heaven, whilſt weare Celebrating 
their Memerials here. It rhey canpray for us and do us 
kiadneſs, ſure we may pray ro them todoit. And ſo in 
thas point I tkink we are very good Catholicks, 

One thing more I mv{t 119. omit to mention, which me- 
thiaks is very {candalous 1n ourChurch of Exg/axd,and that 


> 
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is the ſlight regard we have to the Sabarh-Day or Sunday. 
With what induſtry we have endeavoured to ſuppreſs the 
O-{ervation of that. Day, the Book of Sports heretofore 
publiſhed and publickly read in Churches, and the ſeveral 
B99ks written againſt the Swrday-Sabarh, by Eminent 
Clurch-Mer, may ſufficiently ſhew. Andat this Day it 
!s enough to brandany Man for a Faxatick or Whig if he be 
{or the {trict Obſervation of that Day,or for twice Preach- 
11.3 on that Day, How many Miniiters have been updraid- 
et with it eyen at Viſitations? Ir 1s the Opinion of many 
Learned Men, that the Obſervation of this Day is of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, which makes it at leaſt probable; and there- 
fore how unſcemly 1s it 1n us, who are a Reformed Church, 
{5 much to diſcountenance the Obſervation of this Day (as 
if we were atraid of being too Religious) when at the 
ſame time we exact the ftrict Obſervation of ſome other 

Pays ackaowledged on all hands to be purely of Humane 
Inititution. 

Theſe and many other things in praftice with us are ſo 
like the Church of Rowe that it ſeems meer Obſtinacy in 
us that we are not the ſame with them. And certainly 
all Scanders by, that have oblerved for theſe twenty ſix 
Years pait vviat vve have Preach't and PraCticed, have 
thought us that vvay bent. But they vvere quite miftaken 
I pzrceive. Wearefor a Popery of our ovvn, a Yoke of 
our own making that we would have the flaviſh Laity to 
vvear. And "rvvas for this that vve have procured to be 
made and excecuted thoſe Penal Laws, vvhich novy the 
World (too carly tor our purpole) does ſee through. And 
to this eud we have Preach'd up and taught that wholſame 
Dottrine of Prayers and Tears by others, to be Practic'd 
not our [:lves. *Tis ſtrange to me, I mult confeſs, wh 
we {uid retain fuch {:mblances of Popery, and thoſe 6 

un- 
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unaccountable, and yet ſo eagerly oppoſe Popery it (elf. 


The Apes the Uzlier Creature much becauſe moſt like the 
Novleit Creature Man. And for my part Ithink our 
Apiſh Ceremonies and Superſtitions are ſo like thoſe of 
Rome that they're the worſe again. And truly if we mult 
have lo inany Ceremonies in our Religion, give me Old 
Popery rather then New: Thole Ceremonies of the Roman 
Church, Approv'd and Practiced by ſo much the greater 
part of the Chriſtian World tor many Ages palt, rather 
then thoſe trivial upſtart Mimmickries of them praCti- 
ced only within the narrow Limits of the Church of 
Englaua. 

But, thanks to Heaven and our great Prince, our Choice 
15 not ſo ſtraightned. A Nobler Principle far is by his 
Great Example taught us. Be we but Virtuous and Reli- 
glous, and we may beſo in our own way. Modes in Re- 
I1gion ought not, {hall not be Compell'd. Thoſe {ſevere 
Penal Laws, that at the firſt were parhaps well intended, 
being made upon miſtaken Grounds prove Lneftectual, and 
{ſerve now only to aſſiſt the Haughty Clergy-Man in his 
Inſolence, the Angry Lay-Man in his Revenge, and the 
Ravenous Informer 1n perſuit of his Prey. And when a Law 
out lives the reaſon of it, and becomes 1nconvenieat 1a the 
general Opinion of People, (as theſe have been allready 
Voted by a Parhament) why ſhould it not be in the 
Princes Power (nay is it not his Duty) to interpole and 
preſerve his People from Deltroying one another by bid- 
ding ſaeh fatal Laws to ceaſe, at lealt till a Parliament 
may aQually Repeal them ? Sureelle he bears the Sword 
in Vain. Whea he in his great Wiſdom ſees and obſerves 
that Humane Laws can't reach the Minds of Men ; but 


that that muſt and will be Free : And to compel the my 
with- 
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-without the Soul is but to force Hypocribe ; from which 


no Glory: ear redound to the Prince, nor Satety to his Go- | 


vernment, When his Wiſdom approves as Neceſſary what 
his Piety inclines him to as Juſt, .and-for the good: of his 
People : Shall he not then declare, My People ſhall be Free, 
their Conſciencts no longer ſba!! be fort'd in matters of Re. 


ligion? -O-Great and Gracious :KIN G! . This is to make - 


"us Fres indecd...' A Glorious and Divine Principle; A 
Principle of Univerſal Right and Jultice, and doubtleſs 
moit agreeable to the Mind-and Will of. God, who ſeems 
on purpolc to have plac'd the Soul out of the reach of Hu- 
mane Power and Compullion, and not otherwiſe to be 
moved then by the DiCtates of right-Reaſon; and the gra- 
cious Influences of -his' Holy Spirit.:. .A Principle that 

carrics init the ſum of. all Religion, Impartial Charity : 


that carries in it-the ſum of all Wiſdom and Policy, it be- - 


ing the only P:inciple that can Une divided Mankind 


heartily together. A Principle for which our- Glorious . 


Prince will ever be Renown'd in after Ages, when is 
ſhall -e {:1d, King TA ME $ the Frſft United the King 


vs yak ( £.. 


doms, but "twas Great F AMES the Second that did U.. * 


nite the People. And now T am upon this mighty Theme, 


fo great a Prince, and of ſo noble .a Principle as Liberty of | 


Conſcience, I ſhould not know.when to have done did not 
my Sheet of Paper grow tos ncer the end. .I will therefore 
only add this one thing : - That Prince that Governs 
by this generous and noble Principle. his Government 
does-moit reſemble that of che Deity.*in GoverfWmng the 
World.- God Almighty , -the -great Author of all our 
. various intelleftual as well-as outward CompleQions , 
accepts the variegated Services of his different Creatures, 
and is plcaſed with the Harmony that ariſetly from thar 

2. Diſcord, 
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Diſcord, finee all agree in the Praiſe and Glory of their 
great Creator. But no more. I would beglad to have 
your thoughts of theſe things, ia which, though I con- 
ceit my ſelt ſomewhat ia the right, I am ſure you will con- 
clude me much in the wrong... Iam. 


Your humble Servant, 


_} XN, XC 


Primus Facobus Regna Conunrzit, 
My Tecundus Corda. 


